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La pellagre. A. Marie. Paris: V. Giard & E. Briere. 1908. Pp. 3 + 
252. 

In this little work, which is the second volume of a series on social 
hygiene, the author considers the causes, signs and prophylaxis of pel- 
lagra. Pellagra is a disease of the nervous system characterized by degen- 
erations of the nerve elements, by many profound changes in the func- 
tions of the skin, the alimentary canal, lungs, heart, etc. In severe cases 
the physical condition resembles that found in paresis, and the mental 
changes are similar. The disease is said to be caused by eating quanti- 
ties of damaged maize. The fungi or smuts that infest the grain have 
been found to be harmless to animals and man and it appears probable 
that the disease is due to the toxins which are formed in the grain by the 
action of sporisorium maidis, penciUium, outturn lactis maidis, and nu- 
merous bacteria. Extracts of the damaged maize when injected into 
animals gave results similar to those of strychnine. 

Eor the psychologist the important aspect of the disease is the mental 
side. It has already been said that in severe cases the mental symptoms 
simulate paresis. In the milder cases there are found: increasing irrita- 
bility; failure of memory; transitory stupors with mutism, followed often 
by active delirium; stereotypies; hallucinations of hearing and vision, 
the latter often terrifying; fixed ideas of despair, fear, anxiety, persecu- 
tion, poisoning, damnation, possession by devils or sorcerers; and tend- 
ency to suicide. There are many remissions in the course of the disease 
and some of the patients are cured. 

In America there have recently been reported two cases in the southern 
Atlantic states, and it is probable that many more have not been recog- 
nized on account of the supposed rarity of the disease in this country. 

Shepherd Ivory Franz. 
Government Hospital fob the Insane. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. May, 1908. The Objectivity 
of the Moral Judgment (pp. 249-271) : E. C. Sharp. - The moral judg- 
ment will be objective if it always and necessarily makes a claim whose 
validity can be determined by an appeal to facts. The moral judgment 
does make such a claim. Self and Soul (pp. 272-280) : Mary Whiton 
Calkins. - The self of philosophy is an immediately known and reflected- 
on reality. The affiliation between self and soul is obvious. The tradi- 
tional soul doctrine suffers from conceiving soul after material analogy 
or as mere negation corporeal characters. The Factual (pp. 281-290) : 
Walter T. Marvin. - " Are there judgments of which ' the factual ' forms 
the complete warrant; and if so, how are these judgments related to the 
remainder of our knowledge?" The factual is what warrants an abso- 
lutely particular judgment. Factual judgments are starting points in 
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the discovery of truth. Philosophy in France (pp. 291-315) : Andr£ 
Lalande and Edouard Le EoY.-The movement of Couturat and Poin- 
car6 continues chiefly as pedagogic reform. From the naturalists have 
come "Le monde vegetal" hy Bonnier, "Les transformations du regne 
animal " by Deperet, " Histoire de la terre " by de Launay and " Elements 
de philosophie biologique " by Le Dantec. These provide a natural back- 
ground for Bergson's "L'evolution creatrice." The other philosophical 
work of chief consequence is Hamelin's "Essai sur les elements princi- 
paux de la representation"; it expresses the Kantian tradition as modi- 
fied by Renouvier. The liberal Catholic movement is producing much 
in the way of church history, history of dogma, exegesis, philosophy and 
psychology of religion. The attempt to revive the scholastic philosophy 
has failed. Reviews of Books; Wilhelm Wundt, Volkerpsychologie : H. 
N. Gardiner. F. C. S. Schiller, Studies in Humanism: Henry Barker. 
W. Mitchell, Structure and Growth of the Mind: Norman Smith. 
Notices of New Books. Summaries of Articles. Notes. 

Seashore, Carl E. Elementary Experiments in Psychology. New York: 

Henry Holt & Co. 1908. Pp. ix + 218. 
Sharp, Prank Chapman. A Study of the Influence of Custom on the 

Moral Judgment. Bulletin of the University of Wisconsin, No. 236. 

Madison. 1908. Pp. 144 $0.30. 

Teubner, B. G. Verlag auf dem Gebiete der Mathematik, Naturwissen- 
schaften und Technik nebst Grenzwissenschaften. Leipzig & Berlin: 
B. G. Teubner. 1908. Pp. cxxxi + 392 + 92. 



NOTES AND NEWS 



To the Editors of the Journal of Philosophy, Psychology and Sci- 
entific Methods 

Gentlemen: I desire to make this brief statement of the aim and 
contents of my " Principles of Pragmatism," which is about to be pub- 
lished. 

The most significant fact in recent philosophy is the conscious demand 
for a reconstruction of its method — not merely a patching up of the 
existing machinery of reflective thought, but a fundamental reconsidera- 
tion of its whole purpose and procedure. This reconstruction implies : 

1. The breaking down of the customary division of philosophy into 
theory-of-knowledge and theory-of-reality, and the treatment of these as 
phases of a general theory-of -experience. The course of discussion in the 
past few years between the leading schools of thought has made evident 
the need of a new statement of the issues involved Neither idealism nor 
empiricism, neither absolutism nor pluralism, has been generally accepted. 
The truth must lie somewhere in their uncriticized postulates. The 
present work is an attempt to set forth the necessary assumptions of a 



